Collection Development
Webb Shadle Public Library

Challenges

The library does not remove materials simply because an individual or group finds them objectionable.
All items are evaluated as complete works. No title will be excluded based on isolated passages taken
out of context.

Collection Maintenance

Maintaining a high-quality collection requires ongoing evaluation and weeding. Materials that no longer
serve the library's needs will be removed according to accepted professional standards at the
discretion of the Library Director.

Factors considered during weeding

Outdated information — content that is no longer accurate or relevant

Physical condition — items that are worn, damaged, stained, or otherwise unusable
Lack of demand — titles that are no longer being used

Duplicate copies

Space limitations

The Library Director may dispose of duplicate or unneeded materials as appropriate. Discarded items
become surplus property and may be given to and then sold by the Friends of the Library for
fundraising to support library services.

Donations of Library Materials

The Webb Shadle Public Library accepts donations of books and other materials. All gifts become the
property of the library, which may use, retain, or dispose of them as it deems appropriate. Items not
added to the collection may be provided to the Friends of the Library for fundraising.

The library does not appraise donated materials for tax purposes. Upon request, donors may receive a
receipt stating the number of items donated.

The library also accepts monetacy donations for books, materials, furniture, or improvements,
including memorial or honor gifts. The Library Director will work with donors to select meaningful
items. Memorial materials will include a bookplate, and a notice may be sent to the family upon
request.

Purpose of the Collection

The Webb Shadle Public Library aims to provide materials that inform, enrich, and engage people of
all ages in the community. The collection includes carefully selected books and non-book materials
that reflect both current interest and lasting value.
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Request for Reconsideration of Materials

Any registered patron age eighteen (18) or older who resides within the Pleasantville Public Schooil
District may request reconsideration of specific materials by submitting a completed Material
Reconslideration Form.

Materials remain available during the review process.
To file a request:
The form must be fully completed, signed, and submitted to the Library Director.
The requester must have read, viewed, or listened to the material in its entirety.
Patrons will receive copies of the:
Library Bill of Rights
Freedom to Read
Freedom to View
Collection Development Policy

The Library Director will review these materials with the patron to explain the selection criteria and
reconsideration process.

Patrons may attend the Library Board meeting where the material is discussed. The Board’s decision
is final.

Responsibility

The Library Board delegates the selection and acquisition of materials to the Library Director and,
when appropriate, qualified staff. Staff are encouraged to recommend materials and note patron
requests for subjects not currently represented.

Community suggestions are welcome. Titles deemed worthwhile and appropriate will be considered
for addition. If a requested item has limited appeal, the Director may recommend interlibrary loan
instead of purchase.

Selection Criteria

When selecting materials, the following factors are considered:
Balance of popular and classic works
Overall value of the work and its contribution to the collection
Accuracy and objectivity of nonfiction
Relationship to existing materials in the subject area
Local history and community relevance
Community needs and requests
Price and availability

Professional reviews whenever possible




The Library Director or designated staff will determine appropriate vendors and sources for purchasing
matenals. All purchasing follows policies adopted by the City of Pleasantville.
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